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x It was NOT just an Easter Musical, a choir presentation, a clever 
drama, or an artistic event. 

x  It WAS a drama of a life lived on earth by Jesus Christ.  It 
showed His purpose - why He was here on earth. It showed his 
suffering and pain and the death He suffered for you and me.  It 
ended with His resurrection, and He is alive today in our hearts. 

x It WAS a living drama, meant to be remembered as more than 
just a story from a history book.  We cannot forget it. 

Needless to say, I enjoyed what I saw.  The program flyer was 
great.  The gym looked great with all the beautiful paintings and 
construction.  They reminded me of past performances, only better.  I 
think there were some additions.  I noted improvements, and more 
people had been included.  I think it was great to have the participation 
of the Iglesia Bautista Peniel.  

At the end, I enjoyed speaking with people face to face.  I made 
contact with friends and a special young lady that could not see. I 
experienced that God is with us as we seek to witness for Him! 

It was a pleasure to see families gather together, and I noted many 
grandparents holding their grandchildren.  How many generations 
were involved?  I saw many 3-generation families and wondered if 
there were any 4-generation families present.   It was a joy to see and 
count the many Miracles of Jesus demonstrated in a way we children 
can always remember! 

To all who participated, I	  say,	  “Thank	  you	  for	  a	  job	  well	  done	  and	  
done	  well!”  And thanks to God who allowed us to see and hear His 
story, giving us yet another opportunity to consider what it means to 
each of us.  
 

-Elmer L. Crosby, Jr. 
      SAVED BY JESUS TO SERVE IN HIS BLESSED NAME AND LOVE 
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Linda entered this world in 1939 in Hobart, Oklahoma.  Her parents moved the family to live in 
Gotebo, Oklahoma, where she was joined by three very special brothers.   She graduated from Gotebo 
High School in 1957, and then went to Oklahoma City to work at the Oklahoma State Capitol, attending 
key punch school at night.  There she met her true love, Butch Mathis, when he was home for the 
summer from college and working in the Tabulation Department.  They married in 1959.  The "love of 
her life," Mickey Lee, was born in 1962. 

In 1964, Linda and Butch moved to Texas, first living in Dallas, and then in Floydada.  The family 
moved to Houston in 1969.  After living in the Northshore/Galena Park area for ten years, they moved 
to Spring Branch.  Linda worked for Galena Park ISD and then for Spring Branch ISD from 1979 - 
1996.   

  Having grown up in a staunch Church of Christ home, Linda had been baptized at the age of 
10.  However, Linda and Butch were baptized in a believers’	  baptism	  at	  the	  Village	  Church	  of	  Christ	  in	  
Oklahoma City when she was 23 and he was 24. 

God led Linda to SWBC in 2003, and on March 7, 2004, she joined Sunday  
School.  On August 14, 2005, she was added to the body of Christ at SWBC.   
Not long after, she joined the choir.  Music is very important in the Mathis  
home.   Linda and Butch enjoy all kinds of music, from pipe organ to  
country western.  Linda never grows weary of the religious hymns from  
her childhood. 
 "Not being a strong voice, I feel that I add a presence 

and make a joyful noise.  Pageant is my favorite 
event.  It brings all things into perspective and makes 
my soul soar."   

 

2015	  Pageant	  “More	  
Than	  a	  Story” 
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Dennis was ordained as a deacon at Long Point Baptist Church in 
1985.  He and Donna moved their membership to Spring Woods Baptist 
Church in 1992, around the time C.O. Herchenhan celebrated his first 
anniversary here.  Sometime in 1993, Dennis and Donna started 
teaching in the Children’s	  Department.	  	  They	  began	  by teaching second 
grade Sunday School, and then added first grade as well.  They continue 
to teach today. 

Dennis has been an active deacon at SWBC many times 
throughout the years.   He has also served on the Finance Committee for 
more time than he can measure.  His background in finance has been a 
great asset. 

The first time Dennis participated in the pageant, he served as 
the good thief.  Two years later, he was the bad thief.  After that he got a 
“promotion”	  to	  Pharisee	  and	  served	  in	  that	  position	  several	  times.	  	  He	  
continued down that path, and in 2010, he served as Caiaphas.  This year 
he served as the ultimate bad guy, Satan.  He seems to enjoy playing the 
bad guy because it is opposite his personality. 

 

Dennis Moore was born and raised in the Spring Branch area 
and graduated from Spring Branch High School in 1975.  After high school, he  
joined the army.  He met Donna during a church youth hayride and liked her immediately.  
They	  were	  not	  able	  to	  date	  because	  Donna	  wasn’t	  16	  yet,	  but	  he	  could	  pick	  her	  up	  and	   
attend any church event.  After a time, her parents relented and allowed her to attend his 
senior prom.   Dennis and Donna married while he was still in the army and spent a year in 
Germany.  After arriving back in Houston, they bought a home in the Spring Branch area.   This 
is the home where they welcomed Justin and Whitney into the household.  Between working 
and being a dad, it took Dennis 16 years to graduate from the University of Houston with a 
degree in Finance.  
 

Dennis’s	  favorite	  role to play now is Grandad to Gauge, who is 18 months old.  
Dennis smiles from ear to ear when Gauge is around. 

 

Soon your newsletter will be coming to you from 
swbcnewsletter@gmail.com. 

Add	  this	  address	  to	  your	  “approved”	  email	  list	  to	  avoid	  
missing any issues. 
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This	  article	  is	  for	  church	  leaders.	  	  But	  don’t	  stop	  
reading	  this	  article	  if	  you’re	  not	  on	  the	  church’s	  payroll.	  	  
When	  I	  say	  “church	  leader,”	  I	  mean any Christian who is 
invested in the mission of the Church and desperate to see 
change in his community. 

We all have the potential to be leaders in our 
churches and communities, but we have to take action.  
We are constantly hearing that the church is on the 
decline.  All too often, we see people leave church after a 
bad experience. 

While the message of the gospel is never changing, 
we as the Church must be willing to find new ways to 
reach people for Jesus.  Here at Upward Sports, we are 
convinced that sports can be a strategy to reach your 
community, a new entryway for people to discover (or 
rediscover) church. 

There is no doubt that sports are popular in the 
United States. Sixty-four percent of Americans think pro 
athletes have more influence in American society today 
than do professional faith leaders. While it is hard to hear, 
I believe that sports are culturally more relevant in our 
community than church.  That’s	  sad,	  but	  that	  is	  the	  world	  
in which we live.  

 
If we allow sports to intersect with faith, we can 

connect families and young athletes with the church 
community.  Using sports to communicate greater truths 
is not a new idea.  “There's	  a	  reason	  the	  apostle	  Paul	  used	  
sport	  references	  in	  his	  epistles,”	  says	  Clint	  Jenkin,	  vice	  
president of research at Barna Group.  “Every	  culture	  that	  
has progressed beyond subsistence has developed 
recreational competitions and become passionate about 
them.” 

How do we respond?  As individuals, we should 
evoke Colossians 3:17.  “And	  whatever	  you	  do,	  whether	  in	  
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the	  Father	  through	  him”	  (NIV).	  	  We	  need	  to	  
remember that sports gives us opportunities to build 
relationships with people who may need Jesus.   

.   .   .   .   . 
 

Adapted from Upward Blog at: 
http://www.upward.org/blog/cazscorner/church-

on-the-court-and-field 

When	  I	  started	  “coaching”	  a	  team	  last	  
year, I thought I would just show up on 
Thursdays and Saturdays, and that Butch 
and I would direct the team to kick the ball 
towards a goal.  That is exactly what I 
planned for the Thursday night practice.  I 
had the kids run around in the gym trying to 
dribble the soccer ball, and thought that was 
a good practice.  After all, the parents were 
smiling, and the kids told their parents they 
had fun.   

I quickly learned, however, that being 
involved in Upward was more than just 
showing up.  I soon realized that I had to 
invest in the lives of the participants and 
their families.  We had introverted kids and 
socially and emotionally challenged kids and 
families who needed to be loved.  I heard the 
voices in my head say that there was no way 
I could do it.  I always told myself I am not a 
people-person.  I do not enjoy just going up 
to people and striking up a conversation.  I 
am not always comfortable with new people, 
and much less with kids.   

I went home and discussed this with 
my wife, Amanda.  She immediately gave me  
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a Gibbs slap (a slap upside the head as seen in 
the TV show NCIS) and said, “It’s	  not	  about	  
you!”  That got me to think (for a change), and I 
showed up on Saturday ready to step outside 
my comfort zone, ready to love kids and 
families.  I played around with the kids to make 
them smile and laugh, and this brought smiles 
to the parents.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As	  we	  “taught” soccer skills through-out 
the season, I saw my relationship with the 
families strengthen, and walls begin to break 
down.  We had kids arrive for practice and 
games, screaming out, “Coach	  Richard!”	  or	  
“Coach	  Butch!”	  and sneaking up to start a tickle 
fight.   

I am glad to say that this continues 
today.  Kids still run up to us screaming, “Coach	  
Richard!”	  and	  “Coach	  Butch!”	  They hug us and 
tell	  their	  parents	  that	  they	  can’t	  wait	  to	  come	  to	  
practice or games.  Every time this happens I 
get a little knot in my throat and start to get a 
little teary-eyed.   

It seems so simple, but being a goofball 
has enabled me to do things I thought were 
completely unrelated to sports: embracing life’s	  
purpose by promoting the discovery of Jesus 

 

Christ and fostering healthy relationships with 
families.  This is exactly what we are 
commanded to do by our Lord and Savior, just 
as He told us in Acts 1: 8 (NIV): 

“you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

As a family at Spring Woods Baptist 
Church, we must follow our Savior by 
supporting the missionary efforts of Upward 
Sports.  By doing this, we are participating in 
strategic ways to reach our Jerusalem, Judea, 
and Samaria for Christ.  There are opportunities 
to participate now, for the rest of our season, 
during the upcoming celebratory program, and 
even in the off-season.  In the off-season we will 
share information on how we can better and 
more faithfully promote and execute our church 
family’s	  mission plan.    

As always, the Upward program thanks 
you for your continual support and prayers as 
we make inroads to reaching our community 
and city. 

    -Richard Maynard 

If you would like to contribute articles and/or photos to 
our next newsletter, please email submissions to 

swbcnewsletter@gmail.com 
by May 22. 
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What is GA? 

Girls in Action is a missions discipleship 
organization for girls. Every girl in grades 
K – 6 can be a part of GA! Through GA, girls 
learn about, pray for, give to, and do 
missions work. They also make new 
friends and have lots of fun! 

Girls in Action is part of Woman's 
Missionary Union.  

 

When	  do	  GA’s	  meet? 

We meet on Wednesdays 6:30 – 
7:30.  We also have extra monthly 
activities and events.  Watch for 
our upcoming summer calendar 
of events. Who should volunteer? 

We welcome ladies of all ages who 
would like to get involved in shaping 
the character of our young girls.  A 
great starting point is to commit to 
spending one Wednesday a month 
with the GA group.  Just plan to show 
up! 

Contact the church office for more 
information. 
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Michelle Young May 21 
Denise Traphagan May 22 

Regina Horton May 26 
Angelika Herbert May 27 

Lonnie Payne May 28 
Tarek Gilbreath May 29 

Katie Edgley May 30 
Laura Payne May 30 

Brad Seale May 1 
Alondra Guardado May6 

Jimmy Bullock May 10 
Gail Thweatt May 14 
Wanda Wells May 14 

Janice Hill May 18 
Chelsea Koslan May 19 

James McLin May 21 

May 3 May 10 May 17 
   
RP -  Wendy 
Mancuso 

RP – Betsy Green RP – Axie Bullock 

Brandy Boudreaux Judy Tripp Rae Ramirez 
Sandy Mayfield Regina Horton Sara Saenz 
Dennis Moore Jimmy Bullock Laura Payne 
Donna Moore Thalia Wade Katie Mayfield 

   
May 24 May 31  
   
RP – Angela Stevens RP – Denise Traphagan  
Betsy Green Marlene Moore  
Debbie Bullock Martha James  
Butch Mancuso Daisy Herbert  
Alicia Herrera Leslie Bonham  

N
ic

e 
su

it!
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Have you ever wondered 
why people question the validity 
and truth of the Holy Scriptures?  
What about the evidence of 
dinosaurs or the big question: what 
initiated the Big Bang Theory?  
These are the questions that we 
have been considering in Brother Anthony’s	  Sunday	  Night	  Bible Study, 
“Apologetics	  without	  Apology.”  We have wrestled with the science of the 
world versus the truth of the Bible and how we are to defend our faith.   

Apologetics is a fancy word that is simply defined as “the 
defense of the divine origin and authority of Christianity,”	  according	  
to Merriam-Webster’s	  online	  dictionary.	  	   

The defense of our faith 
needs to be a part of our daily lives.  
For	  far	  too	  long,	  the	  “enlightened”	  
have	  stated	  “facts”	  about	  the	  
creation of the world and the daily 
wonders	  of	  God’s	  creation.	   However, they have based everything they 
believe on the laws of nature, under the assumption that the laws of 
nature of always existed.  This assumption is challenged in Eugene 
Wigner’s	  article	  “The	  Unreasonable	  Effectiveness	  of	  Mathematics in the 
Natural	  Sciences,”	  where	  he	  writes	  that “the	  enormous	  usefulness	  of	  

mathematics in the natural sciences is something bordering on the mysterious and 
that there is no rational explanation for	  it”.	  	   

This Bible Study is a chance to think about the 
science of our world and consider how it matches up 
with our beliefs concerning God’s	  existence.   It is a 
chance to discover how we can stand fast in the truth 
of the Bible and the laws of nature.  This is an 
excellent opportunity to learn how we can add 
defensive weapons to our suit of armor, as described 
in Ephesians 6: 11-19. 

Come join us Sunday evening as we continue to learn how to defend what we hold close to our 
hearts and know to be true.  Let us walk	  in	  the	  truth	  of	  God’s	  wonder together.  

Apologetics without Apology 
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Upward Soccer Celebration 
As the Upward Soccer season winds down for the rain-soaked 

year, plans are being made to celebrate the successes that God has 
achieved using our willingness to reach our community.  This season 
has been an extraordinary effort by everyone involved and, most 
importantly, by our players.  Growth has occurred both physically and 
spiritually.  The stories and testimonies from this ministry are a 
testament	  to	  God’s	  glory.	  	   

Please make plans to attend the Upward Soccer Celebration on 
May 17 as we gather to celebrate the relationships we can build in our 
community by just playing a game.  

More details to follow! 
 

Brother Anthony made a friendly wager with our neighbors 
that  he  and  his  “team”  could  beat  them  at  soccer.      No  matter  how  
many goals were scored, both sides won.  Relationships were built 
and new friends visited inside the church.  This was a victory for 
Jesus! 

 

Overheard in a recent service at SWBC . . . 

Woman:  Put your dollars in the offering plate when it comes. 

Boy:  Why? 

Woman:    Because  that’s  how  we  give  money  to  Jesus. 

Boy:  Why?  He never gave me any money! 
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May 2, 9, 16 9:00 – 12:00 Upward Soccer 
Games 

    

May 8 6:30 – 8:30 Circle of Sisters 
Dinner and 
Devotional 

 May 16 9:00 – 10:00 Building and Grounds 
Work Day 

May 10 Mother’s	  Day  May 17 Upward Soccer Ending Celebration 
May 13 6:30 – 7:30 Business Meeting  May 25 Church office closed for Memorial Day 
May 16 8:00 – 9:00 BMen  May 30 12:00 – 2:00 GA NYC Tourist Photo 

Scavenger Hunt 

Spring Woods Baptist Church 
10131 Emnora Lane 
Houston, TX 77080 
 

 

Address Service Requested 

 Staff Emails 
Jerry Mayfield, Pastor                                          jerrylmayfield@aol.com 
Anthony Aquino, Associate Pastor             thesilverchord@gmail.com 
Jerry Williams, Music                          jerrywilliams@travelleaders.com 
Donna Moore, Programs                                   dmooreswbc@gmail.com 
Marie Burthlong                        springwoodsbaptistchurch@gmail.com 
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